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not hope to attain the object of his ambition. When
he found himself confronted by the French army he
took up a position which was soon made too strong
for attack by the labour of his men, trained like the
Roman legionaries to the use of pick and spade*
Henry IV., following the usage of feudal warfare,
sent a herald to offer battle. Parma replied, that he
would fight when and where it was convenient to
him and not before. Five days the armies remained
opposite each other. Then by some skilful manoeu-
vres Farnese threw part of his forces across the
river, and taking Lagny, opened the navigation of
the Marne. Convoys of provisions were now pouring
into Paris, the King in vain attempted to lure or
compel the Spaniards to fight. The royal army
melted away. Henry did what, under the circum-
stances, was probably the best he could. He distrib-
uted his mercenaries as garrisons in the towns near
Paris, and himself retired into the Beauvaisis with
the most faithful of his friends and a small force
composed mainly of cavalry.

On September i8th Mayenne entered Paris, but the
past sufferings had been too severe, the future was
too threatening for the sight of the Prince who called
himself their deliverer to excite any enthusiasm
among the inhabitants. Parma also visited the city
he had relieved. But he pleased few. He humili-
ated Mayenne, making him feel that the Lieutenant-
General of the Crown of France must not presume to
think himself the equal of the Lieutenant of the King
of Spain. Even those Leaguers who were not unwil-
ling to be the servants of Philip were disgusted when